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reform. Joseph had always resented his mother's
narrow-minded attitude towards the new method of
inoculation against small-pox. Had she allowed these
experiments to be made earlier, he once lamented, " I
might not now be sorrowing for the wife who was the
joy of my existence."
It had frequently been suggested to the Empress at
least to try the inoculation, which Lady Mary Wortley
Montague had studied in Turkey and which she first
introduced into England about 1717. Dr. Edward Jenner
did not make his first scientific experiments in vaccina-
tion until 1796, but Lady Mary's method of inoculating
healthy people with material from others suffering mild
forms of the disease had been practised with success in
England for several decades. The Empress had been
told about this method of inoculation, but she had not
encouraged it in Austria. It was not until after the
ghastly epidemic of 1767 that she became more open-
minded on the subject. This year, during which Maria
Theresa had hoped to celebrate her fiftieth birthday
with national rejoicing, was a terrible one for the Empress.
Marie Christine, who was now married to her Albert
of Saxony, gave birth to a child which, tragically enough,
lived only for a few hours. Marie Christine did not
catch small-pox, but her husband veiy nearly died
of the disease. The Archduchess Elisabeth, Maria
Theresa's most beautiful daughter, who had cared for
nothing but her own beauty, recovered from the scouige,
but she was terribly disfigured by pock marks for life,
Josepha, Maria Theresa's sixteen-year-old daughter, who
» was to marry the King of Naples, Charles IIL of Spain's
second son, died of small-pox in the autumn; and Joseph's
wife, Josepha, to whom, until the end, he refused erai
the poor comfort of occasional letters, died early in May.

